
Welcome to our Sunday Service (27/12/20) 

Simeon meets Jesus!                                          

Prepared by Phil Clark 

Luke Chapter 2 v 22-35 

22When the time came for the purification rites                 

required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 

took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 

“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 

Lord” ), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 

what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of 

doves or two young pigeons.”  

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 

was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been  

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the sight of all  

nations: 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

33The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling 

and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

Father God, Thank you for the wonder of the Christmas story and for all the different                    

characters in the story that we can relate to. Thank you for the ways you guided Mary and 

Joseph, giving them encouragement and guidance on their journey, we ask that you would 

guide and encourage us today. As we think about Simeon speaking over baby Jesus and his 

parents in the temple, confirming God’s plan in their lives, would you confirm your plans 

for us afresh today, as we move into a new year. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
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There’s usually only one old man who gets a mention at Christmas. 

He wears red…brings the presents, and often, bizarrely pops up at 

random points in nativity plays!! Yep, Santa Claus is pretty popular 

around this time of year, but of course he was nowhere to be seen at 

the first Christmas. There was an old man at the heart of the real 

events however, not Santa, but Simeon and Simeon didn’t do                  

presents but predictions….. 

As we heard in our reading, Mary and Joseph brought baby Jesus to 

the temple in Jerusalem, as tradition demanded, to present him to 

the Lord and to offer a sacrifice in recognition that their baby was, as all babies are, a gift 

from God. We read way back in Leviticus chapter 12 about purification after childbirth and 

as Mary had given birth to a boy, she needed to wait 40 days from his birth to make a               

ceremonial sacrifice at the temple. We read in verse 8 of Leviticus 12 that “if she cannot 

afford a lamb, she is to bring 2 doves or 2 young pigeons, one for the burnt offering and 

the other for a sin offering.” 

We already know that Mary and Joseph were not wealthy, and the fact they couldn’t afford 

a lamb to sacrifice shows us again that Jesus was born into a very humble family. So Mary 

and Joseph duly travelled the 6 miles from Bethlehem up to Jerusalem with baby Jesus, and 

probably purchased their sacrifice whilst at the temple.  

We read that there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon who was a righteous and devout 

man, and that he had been told by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had seen 

the Lord’s Christ. We’re not told how long Simeon had been waiting for the Messiah but it 

was probably quite a long time. When Mary and Joseph walked past Simeon with the baby 

Jesus, he was prompted by the Holy Spirit to perceive Jesus’ true identity.  

There was no doubt as to what Simeon was going to say when he held the infant Jesus in 

his arms though. Luke chapter 2 tells us “Simeon took him in his arms and praised God 

saying: Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in 

peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 

nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel” 

Simeon is now content to die, he has been waiting a long time for this one sight, and now 

he has seen it….a 40 day old baby, lying in his arms, the good news of great joy for all               

people. But that’s not all Simeon said, Luke tells us that after Mary and Joseph listened in 

amazement to his initial words, Simeon then looked right at Mary and said “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spo-

ken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.” 



Simeon is hinting at what is to come - not just announcing that this child would bring               

salvation, but hinting at what it would cost him to bring it. He was the one who would 

cause many to fall, and others to rise, he would reveal the deep secrets and the true                  

attitude towards God, that lies in every human heart. He is going to be spoken against, and 

one day, his mothers soul would be emotionally torn apart. Imagine taking a little baby in 

your arms for the first time, then looking at his mother and saying, One day your heart is 

going to break because of this child.  

Mary probably never forgot Simeon’s words, even though she probably didn’t really                    

understand them  until the other end of her sons life, when, as an adult, the one who had 

lain in Simeon’s cradling arms was hung from a cruel Roman cross. I know we’re a few 

months away from Easter, but until we understand the events of Easter, we’ll never grasp 

the heart of Christmas. Simeon understood this, which is why, even as he welcomed Jesus 

as a baby, he pointed forward to Good Friday. Simeon is pointing us to how God redeems 

His people. 

On the cross, Jesus entered into a realm he’d never experienced. Here we see God’s Son, 

punished as a sinner by His Father, even though he had never, ever sinned. Jesus was                      

literally experiencing hell….a separation from God. 

Why? Because Jesus was bearing the burden of 

the worlds sin…he wasn’t dying as the first born  

as he had never sinned, he was dying as the  

lamb. He was going through hell to save others 

from it. In those few agonising hours on the                 

cross, he was losing friendship with his father,              

so that others could gain it. God the Son, took             

on the penalty due to sinful people, and so God 

the Father declares guilty sinners who trust Jesus 

as forgiven. I deserve to be on the cross; Jesus hung on it. My sin deserved punishment; 

Jesus took it. 

As Jesus died on the cross, an act of divine vandalism was taking place only a few metres 

from where Simeon had once held him. 

 

“The curtain of the temple was torn in two” 



There were 2 massive curtains in the temple, about 80 feet high and were huge reminders 

of the truth that there is a separation between sinful man and perfect God. Now, we’re 

not talking abut some flimsy curtain here - we’re talking about a curtain that defines what 

it means to be a curtain. It would be impossible for the strongest human to tear it! 

So who did tear it?  God tore it!  Vandalised his own temple & punished his own son! 

That’s why the Father sent His Son, and why his Son willingly went to the cross. 

The cross shows us that sin is very real and is horrendous - it took the death of God’s only 

Son to deal with it and free me from it. But 

the cross also shows us that God is very real 

and awesomely loving - God the Son came to 

die so that my sin could be dealt with. 

And this is why the wooden manger led to 

the wooden cross, and why we’ll never get 

to the heart of Christmas if we don’t grasp 

the meaning of Easter. 

 

Between the events of the first Christmas eve and the first Easter Sunday,  Simeon’s words 

had come true. Jesus had reached out to those who were outsiders, he had been                       

opposed, he had revealed what people really believed, physical nails pierced his hands as 

an emotional sword perceived his mothers heart. And as he hung on that cross, he re-

deemed his people - he died the death that tore the curtain and he paid the price that 

bought the salvation Simeon had spoken of all those years before. 

 

 God became a man so that man 

could live with God. 

 The baby Jesus grew into the man 

who died on a cross so that he 

could open up the way to heaven. 

 He became the man who rose 

from the tomb so that he could 

rule from heaven, at his Fathers 

right hand.  



Simeon spoke of baby Jesus ‘causing people to fall as well as rise’, and Christmas provokes 

a decision. At the first Christmas, Jesus came to you, now you must decide, will you 

come to Him? 

To make it clear, we’re not talking about becoming a religious person, or a more religious 

person; we’re not talking about adding a little more spirituality to your life, I’m not even 

talking about you trying harder to be good, or to do things God would like. The dividing 

line is not between those who go to church and those who don’t, or those who are                    

committed to attending Bible study and those who aren’t. It is 

not between the good and the bad. 

The dividing line is between those who have placed their 

faith in Jesus, and those who have placed their faith in   

someone, or something, else. 

Some of you will know that there is a little pond on Birkrigg 

where, many years ago a natural spring rose… the spring 

seems to have been blocked by lack of use and sheep tram-

pling over it, but the area does still fill with water after rain-

fall. Occasionally in winter time the conditions are right where the pond fills up and then 

the temperature drops so we have a nice little skating pond! I used to love testing the 

strength of the ice by tentatively creeping onto it. Well, those of you who know my son, 

Steffan will know he doesn’t care too much for reason and likes to find things out himself. 

One day a few years ago, we had a cold night and the pond froze…just!! 

Steffan being Steffan said that he was going to go skating on it. “I don’t 

think you should” I said…”It’ll be fine” he replied. “Well”, I said, “You 

weigh about 3 stone, and the pond is frozen to about 2mm. It’s never 

going to support your weight, and you’d be crazy to try it…you really 

don’t want to have to walk back freezing cold and wet do you?”                 

Thankfully, common sense prevailed! 

Steffan had faith in the ice, but his faith would not have saved him.  

Now if the ice had been a few centimetres thicker, my response would have been different 

and we could all have gone on it. 

It is not the amount of faith that counts, it’s where we put that 

faith that matters. 

2020 has been a very difficult year, but if we put our faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ then, we are born again to a living hope of a 

perfect inheritance of eternity spent with him 

 



The message of Christmas is that the baby who was 

born can bear the weight of our life and our eternity - 

he came to be our Ruler, someone in charge of every 

part of our life, showing us how to live the life that we 

were created to live, one that pleases him and                  

satisfies us.  

The heart of the first Christmas is that God was giving 

us Himself, so that we might accept him as our Ruler 

and rely on him as our Redeemer - so that we might 

place our faith in Him and enjoy a faith that saves us. 

Now it’s up to us, God has offered us a Son-shaped 

gift, all we need to do now is receive it. 

I hope you now realise that the gift on offer is redemption through faith in Jesus, and that it is 

for you, and that you desperately need it. I also hope that, this Christmas, this one very special 

present would not lie unwrapped under the Christmas tree. 

For those who are ready to accept Gods gift and receive His gift, speak to Him now…you might 

want to pray along with me now….. 

God in Heaven, thank you that your Son came to earth on the first Christmas. I admit that I 

have sought to live without you, and that there is a gap between us. I am sorry for my sin. 

Thank you that Jesus died to bear the burden of my sin, and to bridge the gap between us. 

Thank you that Jesus rose to rule, and to offer me life forever with you. I am accepting that 

gift, I want to live with Jesus as my Ruler, and I trust in Him as my Redeemer. I am putting my 

faith in Him; I am placing my eternity in His hands. 

Please help me to live out this decision, Amen. 

 

If you have prayed this and meant it, your life both now and for eternity has just changed!! 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the  

Holy Spirit be with us all, now and  evermore. Amen 

 


