
Welcome to our Sunday Service (22/8/21) 

This is my son, in whom I am well pleased!        

Prepared by James Tyson 

Come out of sadness 
From wherever you've been 
Come broken hearted 
Let the rescue begin 
Come find your mercy 
Oh sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal  

Chorus 

So lay down your burdens 
Lay down your shame 
All who are broken 
Lift up your face 
Oh wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt 
Lay down your heart 
Come as you are 

There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table 
Come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary 
Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't cure 

Come as you are 
And fall in His arms 
Come as you are 
There's joy for the morning 
Oh sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal 

Songwriters: Matt Maher /                     
David Crowder /                                        
Benjamin Glover / David W               
Crowder / Matthew G Maher 

Bradley’s Prayer… Dear Lord Jesus, I just thank you 

for this day. Thank you for everything you’ve given us 

this day Lord, and everything you will give us. Lord I 

pray that as we go through today, your will be done 

in our lives. We look to honour and glorify you in   

everything we do, to make you the top of                      

everything we strive for. Lord Jesus I just pray that we 

live for you more and more as we go through our  

daily lives. Lord Jesus I love you and praise you and 

it’s in your name I pray Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Our service is opened  

today by Bradley in               

Colorado, USA. We hope 

and pray that Bradley will 

be successful in obtaining 

a visa so he can intern 

with us for two years. 

Matthew 3:13-17  John Baptizes Jesus 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 

But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all                                  
righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to 
Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 



Hi everybody, 
 
I’m really thankful for 
this opportunity to share 
my story and how             
amazing God has been 
to me. My name is 
James, I’m from Ulverston and I’m married to a lady from North 
East India called Arenla. I have two kids an 11 yr old daughter 
and an 8 yr old son. 
 
When I was 24 God really turned my life around and He has taken me on a wild adventure since 
then. After I gave my life back to Him, He told me to leave England, so I got a job teaching                 
English in Japan. From there after saving up some money I went to do a Youth With A Mission 
(YWAM) DTS (discipleship training school) In North Thailand. When I was at that school we 
went to do a small outreach to China. At first when I found out that we were going to China I 
really didn’t want to go there. I had already decided to stay in Thailand 
after graduating and work in Bangkok reaching out to skateboarders 
with YWAM, but when I went to China God really showed me His heart 
for the Chinese and turned my ‘plans’ upside down. In the end, after 
graduating from the DTS I ended up moving to China and stayed there 
for 14 years! My team and I were part of some amazing things that 
God did over there and it has been a pleasure to walk with Him 
through sometimes huge learning curves.  
 
 

We were able to start and run a skateboard 
company in China (I’ve been a skateboarder 
since I was a kid) and we were able to use that 
company as a platform to get the good news to 
so many young people across China as well as 
in the city where we were based. The city 
where we lived was called Nanning and it is in 
the Southern province of Guangxi, China. We 
also had a skate church and street ministry                   
going on where we would go out and find             
people living on the streets and just really were 
able to meet some of their basic needs as well 

as just to sit down with them, listen to them. My wife also pioneered a work into the villages 
where we would track down a Chinese minority people group called the Bunu Yao. The Bunu 
lived way up in the mountains so we would have to trek for miles to find the little pockets of 
people. We were able to see some of them come to know the Lord which is amazing. So God 
has taken my family and I on this wild adventure but its funny, because like I already                          
mentioned, I’m from Ulverston! 
 
 



I grew up going to Emmanuel Christian Centre with my Mum and Dad and sisters and I have a 
lot of great memories from going there,but at some point along the way church for me became 
about just hanging out with my friends and less and less about being with God. When I was 14 
years old me and a few friends got drunk for the first time and I liked it. Sometimes I felt like 
God was far away but alcohol was right there- I could touch it, hold it and be changed by it 
right away. I was a shy guy and when I would drink my shyness would disappear and I could talk 
to girls really easily! Every Saturday night we would go out and get drunk and then the next day 
we would go to church and laugh about the things we had done the night before. That’s what 
church was to me and I don’t know how it happened. As with so many things, it happened bit 
by bit, it happened slowly. When I was 15, I started smoking weed and by the time I went off to 
university, my relationship with God was really shallow and though I still loved Him my life                
didn’t show it.  
 
At university there was a new crowd to get to know and there were new 
drugs and more drinking. When I graduated university I had no clue 
about what I was meant to do and when I looked into the future I had 
no hope, all I had was fear. I moved back to Ulverston and got a job as a 
post man. Nothing had changed though. I would wake up early, get 
stoned and just float around my route, go home, sleep, wake up, go to 
the pub drink with my friends, go home, sleep and do it all again. I                  
remember going through to my university friends house near Liverpool 
for amazing (by the worlds standards) house parties. There was one 
night I had been doing ecstasy and even though I was as high as the 
drug could send me, I felt like a hollow shell. The next day I took the 
train home and was depressed, asking myself over and over, ‘Is this my 
life? Is this all there is?’ 
 
At this point I was still skateboarding. It was my one   
escape and form of freedom. When I would skate I 
would leave all my problems behind me, but when I 
stopped the session my problems would still be there 
waiting for me. There was no escape. Over time work-
ing I got a bad back injury which meant I couldn’t skate 
for over a year. My one freedom was gone. But that’s 
when Jesus grabbed hold of me. One night I had been 
drinking with my post office friends, the next day as I 
woke up early to go to physio, I came back home and there was a young lady talking to my   
parents. She came over and introduced herself. We used to know each other where we were 
kids, before she and her family moved to Israel to do mission work. She was really pretty so I 
went upstairs, splashed water on my face and came back downstairs. She began to tell me and 
my parents about her life out there and then she started crying. She told us how her family had 
been ripped apart  because her Mum had an affair. But then she said something that cut right 
through to my heart, It was as if a real beam of light was hitting my heart. She said’ 
 
‘…It’s ok though, even though all this is going on, it’s ok because I’ve got Jesus and I know He’s 
with me.’ 
 
 



Right there and then, as clear as day I saw what was missing in my life. I saw 
that I had left Jesus. He had never left me but I had left Him. That afternoon I 
went to my bedroom and honestly opened up my heart to him again. I told 
Him I that I had made a mess of my life and that I needed him to change me. 
The next few weeks were a real rollercoaster for me, there would be times 
when I would be feeling the powerful love of God so much so that I would be 
crying, and then there would be times where I would be doubting God’s                 
existence for the first time ever. Thankfully God led me to meet a guy who had recently moved 
to Ulverston from Scotland to start a church. He helped me a lot in understanding the battle that 
was going on in me and for me. From that point on I have been sold out for Jesus.  
 
But when we go out and we do all the mission ‘work,’ life can start to change again. Even                   
missionaries can very easily get pulled away from that tight, close walk with God. There’s                 
something that God wants me to share with now with you and that is that God wants us all to 
get back to that tight walk with Him. The thing that I’m                     
reminded about right now is the baptism of Jesus. Jesus the 
Word of God went in obedience to the Father to be baptized 
and when He came out The Holy Spirit came and rested on 
Him. As the Spirit of God touched the Word of God, the Father 
spoke. It was at that exact moment of connection that He said; 
 
“This is My Son in whom I’m well pleased” (Matthew 3:16) 
 
But remember this was before Jesus had ‘done’ anything. Before He had healed anyone, before 
He had taught anything, before He had died on the cross for us and wiped away all our sins. So 
what was it that had pleased the Father so much? Sonship, Jesus had simply walked as a child of 
His Father. This could be the most important ‘something’ that Jesus ever did. He simply walked 
as a child of His Father knowing He loves His father and knowing His Father loves Him too. This is  
the driving message of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All of Jesus’s authority came from this 
place, His peace, His love, his everything came from this place of sonship. Jesus showed us what 
it looks like to walk as a child of God. He showed us how it changed the people and everything 
around Him. Then He went to the cross to make a way for us to have it too, To be a child of God 
and to walk exactly as He did and still does. This is the good news. I want to encourage you right 
now that knowing God and making Him known is not complicated, in fact, it is simple. Walk as 
His son or daughter. My prayer that I pray for myself has changed over the years to this: 
 
“God, reveal to me how much You love me because when I get that, I know it will change                        
everything.” 
 
God bless you all,  James, Arenla, Zion and Zephaniah 
 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of                                                

The Holy Spirit, be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 


