
Welcome to our Sunday Service (14/02/21) 

God’s sacrificial love                               

Prepared by Sallyann 

Happy                                      
Birthday                                      

Emma                                         
(19th Feb)  
God Bless 

You!                                    

1 Corinthians Ch 13 

1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but 

do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and 

can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have a faith that can move mountains, but do not 

have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to 

the poor and give over my body to hardship that I 

may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not                       

dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not               

easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 

with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts,  

always hopes, always perseveres. 

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, 

they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 

be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass 

away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in 

part disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like 

a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 

childhood behind me. 12For now we see only a            

reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I am fully known. 

13And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Father God, we praise you for 
your sacrificial love for every    
human being.  Thank you for the 
price you were prepared to pay 
to redeem us and the incredible 
value you place upon us as your 
children. 

Help us to know and experience 
your love transforming our 
hearts, and to imitate you by   
loving others sacrificially. 

Lead us to those around us and 
show us how to mature in the art 
of truly loving. 

In Jesus name we pray 

Amen 

Gods Sacrificial Love 
We have had some fantastic services recently that  
have really made me think deeply about what I                  
believe, and how that influences my actions.  
 
A service by Dave and Emma a couple of weeks ago sparked off a search into the love of 
God. I am sure you will remember the service, but if you missed it I urge you to go back 
and watch it or read it. I guess the main question I wrangled with was…  
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 What does love look like?  

 If I am to love others how should this love 

be expressed?  
hello 

Since the bible tells us in 1 John 4:16 that “God is 

love,” that seemed a good place to start. That led me  

to ask a number of questions that I am going to work 

through with you today.  The first question I want to  

address is… 
 hello 

 What did love cost God? 
hello 
To help us think through this, I am going to be looking 

at Ephesians 5:2. 

“And walk in love, as Christ loved us and              

gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering             

and sacrifice to God”. 
hello 
The first point I want to make very clear is that Christ loves YOU. When I say that, I 

mean every single one of you! No matter where you are, how old you are, what you do 

or think, God loves every one of us and His sacrifice was for all.  
hello 
Secondly, notice that the verse tells us that the cost of his love was himself—his life. It 

was not just money or time or energy or inconvenience or even suffering; it was the 

ultimate sacrifice. He gave himself for You! And this sacrifice was pleasing to God as 

a fragrant offering, God loves that the Son loved us completely. 
hello 
There is a story that I heard once. I don’t know whether it is true or not, but it serves 

as a good illustration. Imagine a group of prisoners during the Second World War   

being made to dig all day. Every evening the prisoners would have to return and       

account for all the tools used that day. One evening 20 prisoners lined up, but the 

guard only counted 19 shovels. Demanding to know who had the last shovel, the 

guard threatened the prisoners. If the culprit did not own up then he would shoot 5 of 

the men. There was a tense silence, and a young lad around 19 years old stepped                

forward as the guilty party. The guard shot the lad and walked away. The prisoners 

then counted the shovels themselves and discovered that the guard had miscounted 

and there were in fact 20 shovels returned. The young lad had sacrificed his life for 

his  fellow prisoners. 
hello 
 In John 15:13, Jesus said, "Greater 

love has no one than this, that one 

lay down his life for his friends." To 

love is to choose to suffer for the sake of                   

another and this love is perfectly shown in 

Gods sacrifice on the Cross. 

 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.13


 

Imitating God 
hello 
So, you might be feeling very grateful that God loved you 

this much, you may have some idea of the  enormity of the       

sacrifice God made for you, the love that Jesus showed for 

the Father and that the Father showed for you. 
hello 

This is perfect love, biblical love. It is awesome and                  

complete, often in stark contrast to the love that we                      

experience and show. So the second question I want to             

ask is …. 
hello 

 Should we even be trying to express this sort of love?   

After all we are just human, how could we possibly  

love as God loves? 
hello 
Back to Ephesians, let’s look at our verse again but this time adding in verse 1.  

 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God” (Eph. 5:1-2). 

This is the only place in the bible where we are explicitly told to be imitators of God.  

Other verses such as Leviticus 19:2 calls us to model our holiness after the holiness of 

God, or  Luke 6:35-36 where Jesus tells us to be kind, for that is the way in which our 

Creator treats His creatures. This passage pairs being 

imitators of God with love. We are to love as God has 

loved us. But notice, it is also clear about the sacrifice 

we make when we love, we must give ourselves as 

Christ gave Himself up for us. This type of sacrificial 

love is pleasing to God. 

 

Philippians 2:5-9 says … 5 You must have the 

same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though 

he was God, he did not think of equality with 

God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he  

gave up his divine privileges; he took the               

humble position of a slave and was born as a 

human being. When he appeared in human 

form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to  

God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 9  

 

              Jesus gave up his life.                                                             

There was nothing more he could give. 

             John Milton, English Poet 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.1-2


 

Showing Sacrificial Love 

 

Now many of us here will not have been called to sacrifice our lives or livelihoods for 

God, but we know that in this broken world Christians are persecuted and killed on a 

daily basis following Jesus. When Paul, some 2000 years ago, was called to go out in-

to the world and spread the news about Jesus he wrote …. 

 

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what 

will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me 

that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth 

nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord 

Jesus has given me — the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the 

kingdom will ever see me again. (Acts 20:22-25). 

Paul was totally aware of the cost of following Jesus, of loving men as God has loved 

us and he was willing to pay that price. I often wonder, (when I live in such comfort 

and security) what holds me back from this kind of surrender. In the main my        

contributions to Gods work seem to need a sacrifice of time or money. To emotionally 

or spiritually support people I 

come into contact with, and 

to financially support the 

work of the church. C.S. 

Lewis seemed to answer my   

question well when he said, 

 

We’re not necessarily 

doubting that God will              

do the best for us; we             

are wondering how                 

painful the best will turn 

out  to be.  

 

None of us like hardship             

or rejection or sacrificing                 

material comforts, but             

we’re called to complete                       

commitment — to make            

ourselves available to             

serve God anytime,               

anywhere, at any cost, to do anything.  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A22-25&version=NIV


I found this Billy Graham quote thought-provoking, 
. 

“As we see a war-torn world -a world that is sick, pained,                  

confused and bewildered- we believe that this is the hour for  

the church to speak out. This is the hour for the church to            

show the love and grace of God. This is the hour for the old              

to hear Christ saying through the church, ‘I am the way, the 

truth, and the life.’ (John 3:16)”  

It seems written for our time. You see the work of the Church 

has never changed; what we are called to do as Christians has never changed. We 

are to imitate God, to shine his love into the world, to light up the darkest places               

without fear of the cost.  

And as it says in John 13:35... 

 

“By this all will know that you are My disciples 

if you have love for one another” 

 

I challenge you as I challenge myself to begin to 

see the word “sacrifice” as a beautiful word - like 

Jesus did when he changed our lives for                     

eternity -  rather than something to fear. . 

 

Salvation is free but living a life as a faithful                    

follower of Christ has a cost and it is the cost                  

of love. 

Love…. 

Comes from God  

because God is Love. 

True love is sacrificial. 

Jesus sacrificed His  

life for us on the cross. 

We should try to love                                     

others as He has loved us. 
We should put others                                            

before ourselves.. 
We are to loves others                                        

as we love ourselves 

May the grace of our                                                            

Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                     

the love of God                                                                          

and the fellowship of                                                         

The Holy Spirit                                                                          

be with us all, now                                                               

and evermore. Amen 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html

